
MEMBERSHIP (ACTS 2:41-42, 47) 
BELONGING TO HIS BODY—THE CHURCH 
Those who are baptized are united with one anther in following Christ because they have identified 
themselves together with Him.  As they are counted, they become counted on to join together in the 
mission of the church, His body.  Believers cannot grow alone.  We need the fellowship; we need each 
other. 
 
Definition: A local church is a group of baptized believers united in Jesus Christ following His leadership 
as the head and doing His work as the hands and feet.  A local church is committed to Jesus and one 
another through obedience to His commands given in Scripture. 
 
The Greatest Leader 
The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest institution that the world has ever known.  Christ 
established it during his personal ministry and He is its Head (Matthew 16:18, Colossians 1:18).  He 
promised that he would be with it through the ages (Matthew 28:20).  To the church he gave the Great 
Commission and the ordinances and, for the church, he went to the cross (Matthew 28:19-20; Ephesians 
5:25).  He loves the church and he wants his churches to honor and glorify Him (Ephesians 3:21). 
 
The Greatest Mission 
The Lord’s churches have the greatest task ever assigned to any individual or group in the world’s 
history—carrying the Good News of eternal life in Jesus Christ to every people group in the world 
(Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8).  Each believer enjoys the privilege of being on mission with God when 
they join other believers to extend God’s Kingdom around the world. 
 
PRIVILEGES 
Community—The Bible assumes believers will unite together into a family to work together and support 
one another in the journey of faith (Romans 12:4-5; Galatians 6:10; Ephesians 2:19; Ephesians 3:14-15).  
The local church acts as the body of Christ with “skin on.”  
Communion—Communion is also called the “Lord’s Supper.”  This is a special celebration using the 
juice of the grape and bread without yeast in order to commemorate the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, to 
anticipate His return to make all things new and to rededicate ourselves in holiness to Him and His 
mission.  The Bible expects this celebration to take place regularly within a local community of faith that 
is bound together by love and accountability for one another (Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 
22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:17-29). 
 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Meaning—Uniting intentionally with the Lord’s church makes the believer a part of God’s plan for the 
ages (Matthew 16:18-19; Colossians 1:13-18).  The opportunities we find in God’s service give our lives 
eternal significance that will never fade away (Colossians 3:23-24; 1 Peter 5:4). 
Ministry—The church is that one place where God intends for us to use our talents and spiritual gifts to 
serve each other and a lost and hurting world (1 Corinthians 12:24-25; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4; Galatians 
6:2,10). 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
Going—We have a continuing responsibility to take the Good News of Jesus Christ to the world.  We 
have the cure for sin and we owe it to the world to share it with them (Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8, 
Romans 10:13-15, 2 Corinthians 5:19-20). 
Growing—We are also responsible to insure that the Good News is transferred to future generations.  We 
do that by growing new believers to be devoted followers of Jesus Christ (Psalm 22:30-31, Matthew 
28:19-20, Ephesians 6:4, 2 Timothy 2:2). 


